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2000. The bill clarifies an ambiguity in Federal
law which allows the Health Care Financing
Administration [HCFA] to cut off Medicare
funding to hospice patients after 6 months of
treatment. The scope of this problem was de-
tailed in a recent Wall Street Journal report
which revealed that in early February 1997,
several Hospice patients received letters from
HCFA saying they were under investigation for
Medicare fraud simply because they had lived
longer than current Federal guidelines allow
for reimbursement. In other words, HCFA offi-
cials were more concerned about being reim-
bursed than they were about caring for these
dying patients.

It seems strange that HCFA would begin
cracking down on its 6-month rule given the
fact that, for years, Medicare officials have en-
couraged the hospice industry to grow, pri-
marily because it is less costly to care for the
terminally ill at home than it is to treat these
patients in a nursing home or hospital.

Unfortunately, it seems the rise in hospice
care during the 1990s brought about an in-
crease in fraud and abuse of the Medicare
system, which in turn sparked a misguided
crackdown on terminally ill patients.

HCFA officials discovered roughly $83 mil-
lion in such abuse and began pushing their
intermediaries to crack down on the problem.
In 1997, the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services warned
HCFA officials to do a better job enforcing
their 6-month reimbursement guideline. While
HCFA'’s plans may have been well-intentioned,
its intermediaries’ attempt to enforce the rule
was disastrous. For example, the Wall Street
Journal reported that UGS, a subsidiary of
Blue Cross Blue Shield in Wisconsin and a
Medicare intermediary, sent letters to five ter-
minally ill patients which declared that they
were not eligible for Medicare hospice and,
adding insult to injury, requested these pa-
tients to pay $450,000 for the care they re-
ceived.

Outrage from several hospices and Federal
legislators has led to a small change in
HCFA'’s aggressive crackdown on its 6-month
rule. Last week, HCFA’s administrator, Nancy-
Ann Min DeParle, wrote to thousands of hos-
pices to explain that there has been a ‘“dis-
turbing misperception” about HCFA’s efforts to
enforce its 6-month regulation. However, she
never specifically declared that reimbursement
for care of hospice patients will continue for as
long as they receive treatment. She only of-
fered to create a “voluntary” case-by-case re-
view of patients who remain in hospice care
longer than 6 months.

Regardless of Administrator DeParle’s
change in position, we must clarify the law so
that there is no question about HCFA’s re-
sponsibility to provide care for the terminally
ill. 1t is the right and moral thing to do. More
importantly, it will let hospice patients live out
their final days in dignity. | urge my colleagues
to cosponsor my bill and | submit the Wall
Street Journal article of June 5th to be printed
in the RECORD.
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor an exceptional leader and
friend to our Kansas City community and our
country. Adele Hall is being honored as the
2000 Woman of the Year by the Central Ex-
change, an organization of which she is a
founding member. Adele Hall has an extensive
history of helping children and families in Kan-
sas City and across our Nation. She has
shown outstanding dedication as a philan-
thropist and representative of gender concerns
for equality in the workplace and society.

Adele Hall is considered by many in Kansas
City as a lifelong friend to our community. Her
civic pursuits have led her to hold positions in
an outstanding number of Kansas City and na-
tional philanthropic organizations. She has
served as Chair of many boards including
Children’s Mercy Hospital, the Greater Kansas
City Community Foundation, the Partnership
for Children, and the former Crippled Chil-
dren’s Nursery School, now Children’s Thera-
peutic Learning Center. Nationally, she has
served as a board member for the Trust Fund
of the Library of Congress, the George Bush
Presidential Library Center, the American
Academy of Pediatrics, and the Salvation
Army. Currently, she is serving as Co-Chair-
man of a $175 million capital campaign for the
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. She is the Vice-
Chairman of the United Negro College Fund
and the Youth Corps of America.

As a founding member of one of Kansas
City’s most reputable women’s organizations,
the Central Exchange, she has worked tire-
lessly to promote the advancement of women
in all sectors of society. For the past 20 years
the Central Exchange has worked to bring
people of diverse backgrounds together to en-
courage the personal and professional growth
of women. Today the Central Exchange
boasts nearly 900 members from all over the
Kansas City metropolitan area. The astound-
ing membership can be attributed to what
members of the Central Exchange value the
most, creating opportunities to meet and learn
from other women. This is an extremely dif-
ficult goal when many women are busy with
work and family responsibilities. Adele Hall’s
various roles and achievements throughout
the history of the Central Exchange have dem-
onstrated that she has succeeded in fulfilling
her dream of increasing the visibility and effec-
tiveness of Kansas City’s women.

Adele Hall's personal and professional
record exhibits her spirit of commitment to oth-
ers. Her entire life has exemplified the core
values that we all strive for: commitment to the
community, to family and to the innate desire
to truly make a difference in the lives of oth-
ers. Her devotion is an example to us all. | am
honored to acknowledge Adele Hall for her
successful efforts to promote equity and op-
portunity for women and children. | know that
she is joined in receiving this award by her
husband, Don, and their entire family. Mr.
Speaker, please join me in congratulating the
Central Exchange 2000 Woman of the Year,
Adele Hall.

18777

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR DANIEL
PATRICK MOYNIHAN

SPEECH OF

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2000

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to pay tribute to a man who has
served as one of the most determined and ef-
fective advocates for America’s hard working
families in the United States Senate. Senator
DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN was first elected to
the Senate in 1976, and has served the peo-
ple of New York as well as the entire country
with commitment, leadership and integrity. As
the Ranking Member on the Senate Finance
Committee, he has pioneered for new initia-
tives to feed our nation’s poor, to provide crit-
ical welfare and job training services to fami-
lies in need, and to ensure that everyone has
access to quality health care. Senator Moy-
NIHAN has been particularly committed to an
issue | know well: AIDS.

As many of my colleagues know, since the
moment | first stepped foot in Washington, |
have fought for increased funding for critical
HIV and AIDS education, treatment and re-
search programs. | have also worked to ex-
pand our current programs to areas that are
still in need of our help. Africa, India, the Car-
ibbean, and Central and Eastern Europe in
particular need our help and Senator MoY-
NIHAN has heard this call to action.

Senator MOYNIHAN introduced S. 2032 to
amend the Foreign Assistance Act to address
mother-to-child transmission of HIV in Africa,
Asia and Latin America. At the same time, |
introduced H.R. 4665 to initiate a $10 million
pilot project in Africa and India to reduce and
prevent mother-to-child HIV/AIDS trans-
mission. | am extremely pleased that H.R.
3519, the Global AIDS and Tuberculosis Relief
Act of 2000, was signed into law by the Presi-
dent on August 19 and included much of the
language and intent of my International Moth-
er-to-Child HIV/AIDS Prevention Bill. With this
legislation, we can commit $25 million to this
cause.

Worldwide, 1,800 infants become infected
with HIV each day. The total number of births
to HIV-infected pregnant women each year in
developing countries is 3.2 million. HIV/AIDS
has doubled infant mortality in poor countries
most heavily affected by the epidemic. We
have hit a critical point where we must take
action in the world’s epicenter of HIV infection.
We must act now if we ever hope to end this
epidemic once and for all.

| thank Senator MOYNIHAN for his leadership
on this serious public health issue and on so
many issues affecting our women and chil-
dren.
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Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, | would like to rec-
ognize a man who has been dedicated to
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